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VvHO IS A CH1UP 7-p 

The word child usually nans 
BOBMona who has not yat raachad 
pubarty. In this pamphlet 1 ' c 
using It to Man any one who Is 
under 16 years of age and Is 
therefore, legally considered to 
be a 'minor*. I use other words 
such as teenager, adolescent, 
young child, Infant, baby and 
young person, both to refer to 
more specific age groupings and 
to add variety. Clearly there are 
significant differences between, 
for example, the experience of a 
young child and that of a 
teenager, which cannot all be 
explored In the space available. 
Age distinctions are also of 
great Importance to children; the 
older you get the closer you are 
to being an adult, no longer 
'Just a child'. However, there are 
common experiences, problems and 
restrictions for all people under 
16 years of age. which override 
the differences, since. In our 
culture, It Is the division 
between adults and children which '-'. ; 
is at the heart of a society 
deeply divided by age 
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Are Immune to youf- conouHoHori 
"They're quite oware opv«hat -they're 
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sfdunafsi. '/\s soon as you're born 

"They make you feel small ' 
ZJbhn Lennon 




In the course of this lift I have had ogre. 
manu enoownta&rs vvrth a great moral peopfe 
who have been ooncemed with matters o( 
consequence, I have lived a cjreol deal 
anvonq grown -upo. I have seen thevn 
intimately, close at hand. And that hasn't 
much Improved rrrj opinion of 3 tVumm. 

A de Saint -E*uperu 
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There are and hava been places 
In tha world where cblldran ara 
not hit or thraatenad, whara 
children ara welcomed aa naw 
manbers of tha coanunlty, whara 
.tin",' have a place,, not separate 
,from, but integral to that 
community and where difference* 
of size, experience and ability 
ara not grounds for being 
powerless or unimportant. 

Such placaa ara not to be 
found In western Industrial 
society but exist In the ever 
shrinking narglns of what Is 
called civilisation. They are tha 
homes of people who we call 
■primitives' and thalr way of 
life Is under threat. Tha people 
of the Amazonian rain forests are 
,one such example. Those of you 
■win saw the film "The Emerald 
Rain Forest" will remember that 
these forests are being decimated 
In the interests of local elites 
and multinationals to make way 
for 'programs' like massive power 
dams. 



Vr*" 



The destruction of their home 
Is being accompanied by enforced 
"civilization' and all the 
benefits It brings: disease, 
alcoholism, poverty, foreign 
christian morality. Along with 
these cornea acclimltlsatlon to 
levels of violence hitherto 
unknown, let alone Imagined, and 
the Idea that wielding power- 
over-others is natural, human and 
inevitable. Such violence is 
Internalised as well; self- 
repression and denial of the body 
are the other stigmas of 
civilisation, Inseparable from 
the concepts of sin and guilt. 



■*te>!iC-<r 



yfr* 








In the 'secular' wast we still 
behave very much In accordance 
with the christian idea that 
children are 'born in sin' and 
must be moulded and tamed into 
good citizens. If many of us no 
longer call It sin, It goes by 
other names like Instinct which 
Imply, that without adult 
discipline and instruction, 
children would be 'wild', selfish 
and anti-social. I began by 
referlng to cultures where 
chlldern are not perceived as 
'demons' to be controlled, in 
order to raise some questions 
about children's status In thim 
society. 



Violence ia not an instinct . H isn'V pessur* 
| ft»at come* from within that has 1b be 

released*. It is a euH-ural style . 

J. Spiegel , Lemburg Centre for the 
l Study of Violence . 







MEDIA ADULTERATION 

The media normally distorts 
children's activities and 
protests. Youth must be »een as 
helpless and impressionable; the 
common assuption is that they 
have been influenced, even brain- 
washed by adults. This was seen 
clearlv in last year's students 
strike and 1* always suggested 
when children are Involved in 
militant armed resistance. 




Kanv Guateroa I ear, Indian 
children who have witnessed the 
torture and death ot family and 
community member?, decide to loin 
the guerillas tlrhtlng the 
dictatorship It 1; the 
experience o! brutality and 
injustice which has brought about 
their commitment to combat the 
violence. Vet western lournallsts 
in this sni countless other 
situations IMCtllAtS about the 
psychological elfects on children 
who take up arm- Thev seem to 
prefer that children suffer the 
trauma a? pa-r.lv* victims rather 
than respond actively, Again It 
is the Image o! the active, sell- 
mot 1 V* 1 1 ■•* c a 1 1 <! wh i c h 11 
thr*" •-ilnr 
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'My IrHte sister- had opted fcr the armed 
struggle; she was 8 when she joined ths 
guerrillas 

R. MenchiA 



CH I L.rD«E-N4 IN CHARGE 



For adults who wish to work 
with children In order to 
question and change the 
conditions of children's llvss, 
many contradictions arlss. 
Individual adults cannot divest 
themselves of the social and 
economic power which adulthood 
confers on them. It cannot be 
wished away. It Is essential for 
them to respect the need for 
children to organise 
Independently, to make their own 
decisions. 

Because of the legal and 
economic disadvantages which 
children suffer, adults can be 
useful In providing support and 
resources In these areas. Adults 
nust not spank In the place of 
children. But conflicts are 
Inevitable. Adults can also work 
at deconstructing and uncovering 
their own childhood experiences, 
as well as challenging the 
attitudes and behaviour of other 
adults. Breaking down the 
categories of child and adult Is 
a useful strategy for change. 

My Powered Chair 

The lirsr lime thai I got my powered chair home, I could nor 
believe it. When I brought the powered chair up the roid one of 
my friends said, 'This it ihe fint rime mat I don'i have ro wheel 
your wheelchair up and down rhe road in ren yean." I fell funny 
when »he mi J ihjl. I am able lo bnng myielf io ike thop wilh the 
powered chair. 

We need to envision a whole 
array of strategies which will 
eitpowtr children, which will 
afford a new basis for 
relationships between adults and 
children. Equality could 
incorporate difference rather 
than the insistence we all be the 
same before we can have access to 
the same rights and 
considerations. Here are some 
beginnings: V jfc 
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